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PARISH VISITATION 

DEANERY OF Banbury and Warwick 

Parish of St Gregory Stratford-upon-Avon [parish no 185) 

Visitor: The Right Reverend Paul Gunter, Abbot of Douai 

Parish Priest Fr. Alexander Austin OSB 

Summary of Visitation Activities: 

Date of Visitation: 25/26 November 2023

Report updated June 2024 

Conversation with Fr Alexander Austin OSB [pp] Yes 

Conversation with ... Headteacher (Not possible)

Visit the Sick and Housebound of the Parish - Yes 

Visit care homes - Yes 

Celebrate the Parish Masses: Saturday 5.30pm Sunday 11.15am - Yes 

j Present at the Sunday Mass at Shottery - preached 

Parish Meeting - broadly attended by the different ministers of the parish. 



A brief profile of the Parish. 

An Incorporated parish of Douai Abbey, founded in 1852, St Gregory's i
, Stratford-upon Avon has two churches: St Gregory the Great, and Our i
i Lady of Peace and Blessed Robert Dibdale at Shottery, opened in 1973. I I St Gregory's is on the edge of the town centre, was built in 1866 and is a !
1 much-loved local landmark. Stratford-upon-Avon as a town is infra-: 
1 structurally challenged because it has grown in size remarkably quickly. I 
It is broadly prosperous but not univocally so. The people of the town i 
welcome many visitors as an essential part of the local economy, though I 

I often at the expense of the needs of Stratford for Stratford's sake. A 
number of people I met during the weekend of the visitation presented I 
this viewpoint. 

Many of the Catholic children are not in the Catholic school of St I 
Gregory the Great, which is a good school, preferring the village schools 
in the district, and private education where it is a viable option for them.
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I i The administration of the parish is more effective at the present time, 

stabilising after a period when administrative staff in the parish office 
were drawing towards the end of their time. The parish priest has been 

1 in post since 2010, and the restoration of St Gregory's is a valuable I 
i tribute to his extensive tenure. J 

* This commitment is led by the Principal,Laura Cole who is building up the 
school's links with the parish
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i Parish Masses and Liturgy 

Both Masses at Stratford that weekend were well-attended. The 5.30pm �ass was 
a Mass of introduction and preparation for the 2024 confirmandi, around whom the 

, Liturgy was arranged. The confirmandi with their parents swelled the numbers, but 
who also gave evidence of a Confirmation programme that functions weI1. 

I Otherwise, the Liturgy was what would be required for a Saturday Vigil Mass. I
J 

 I 

It was a pleasure to witness how strong the Polish Mass is in itself, and the size of 

I its community.
j 

Individualism is a trait that appeared evident, especially at St Gregory's. However, it 
1

1 was no less understandable, upon meeting people after each of the Masses, that I
j many come to church for different reasons. Some have various family 
'commitments, for example, that make human contribution to church programmes a 
challenge. Others were eager to meet and greet, curiously enough, especially after 

'the 5.30pm Mass, in the dark, on the piazza! 
I 

; The Mass at Shottery is customarily oriented toward families and this functioned ,
well with a guitarist whose personal skills of communication encouraged 

, participation to draw in the congregation within the experience. The church was 
I 

I
comfortably full, organised well, and there were a number of families. It is obvious 
that the children's liturgy is appreciated there. Particularly noteworthy was the 
community dimension after Mass, when many gathered for coffee and in a context 

• of welcome.
I 






