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St Gregory the Great

5th Sunday in Lent
29th March 2020

Welcome to our first eNewsletter which is being emailed to all those on our Parish Contacts list and Fr Clements
Project Life list. You can unsubscribe from this eNewsletter mailing list at the bottom of this email, but I hope that is
not the case. If you have not received this email directy then you can sign up via our website. Please read on to find
out more about how we are using the internet to keep in touch and also how to watch Mass on Sunday 9.30am live
on facebook.

Dear All,
I hope we are all keeping safe and well and spiritually flourishing during our home retreats. Above all, I hope that
despite your lack of the mass and holy communion you are keeping your spirits up and keeping very close to Our
Blessed Lord, our comfort and our sure defence, and to your loved ones and those in greatest need. I am offering
mass for you every day at 9.30 and would love you to join me and each other in spiritual communion at 10 am, as I
alone receive Holy Communion for us all. With the church’s closure, I have moved the tabernacle and Blessed
Sacrament into the house, and my dining room has been converted into a lovely house chapel. At a time when
everyone except priests are deprived of the Real Presence, it is truly an enormous privilege, and when so pastorally
frustrated and feeling more than ever the heavy burden of responsibility as so many others must be feeling, it is a
source of tremendous strength and inspiration. It has brought home to me in a very powerful way the utter centrality of
Christ’s presence in the Blessed Sacrament and in the mass and the priesthood through which he comes to us and
gathers us all together around Himself in the Church. It is in the mass that we most truly and clearly become Christ for
our world.
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He seems to be giving us all a wake up call at the moment with all the pollution, fires, floods, locusts and now this

awful pandemic. Perhaps we need to think more about what we’ve done to our planet and not done for the poor, for
so many refugees and migrants, and so much social injustice. Above all we need to think about the godlessness of
our society and the frivolity of much of contemporary culture. This could, one fears, be the beginning of the end, but it
could also be the start of a new and much better world. So much good has already come out of this crisis, with the
heroism of front line NHS workers and new volunteers, with people coming together with greater compassion and
unselfishness - all core Christian values. People have been given time and space to reflect on the inevitability of
suffering and on what’s really important in life, as our mortality has been driven home to us. Never has the world
been in greater need or readier to hear the Good News of the Gospel. It is a great opportunity for us.
This lock down is also a great opportunity for our families, as we are thrown together with our loved ones. The family
is the domestic church, the church in miniature and where we learn that we are loved unconditionally and therefore
capable of loving, which is the great lesson of the church. Try and make the most of this precious time together, to get
to know each other better, and to support and encourage each other. Remembering the God who speaks let’s feed
together on his word in scripture. Try last Sunday’s Psalm 22 for starters -‘Near restful waters he leads me, to revive
my drooping spirits.’ ....’If I should walk in the valley of darkness no evil would I fear. You are there with your crook and
your staff; with these you give me comfort.’ its rather appropriate. Ask the children what they make of it in the daily
R.E. Classes I hope you are giving them! Lets try and make our homes true havens of faith, hope and love.
On Wednesday we celebrated the Annunciation, and with Mary were ordered to ‘rejoice, so highly favoured. The
Lord is with us. Do not be afraid; you have won God’s favour’. With her we are God’s servants, faithful and obedient
to His marvellous promises. We are your servants, let what you have said be done to us.Sunday next with Martha, we
will profess our faith in Jesus, the Christ, the Son of God, the resurrection and the life. Our Lord calls us with Lazarus
from death to life. Let’s pray that, with Lazarus, not just from death but from this deadly Corona Virus, we will also be
unbound and set free.
On a personal level, I’m coping very well and enjoying the solitude and quiet. It's bringing out my inner hermit. I’m
beginning to think about being a Carthusian. It is such a privilege having the Blessed Sacrament with me in the
house and still being able to celebrate mass for everyone. Love my house chapel. You are all with me in it, pastorally
frustrated but spiritually blessed!
Fr Clements is still here with me but confined to his room, as I'm over 70, I’m supposed to be socially isolating. He is
eating me out of house and home, but I enjoy cooking gourmet meals for him. He leaves on 1st April.
With my prayers and wishing you every blessing, Fr Alex.

St Gregory the Great - Social Media
Parish website for all the lates information. https://stgregorys-stratford.org/
eNewsletter Please sign up to receive this eNewsletter link
Facebook
Fr Alex has a page at https://www.facebook.com/alexaustinosb On Sunday at 9.30 Mass is being streamed
from this page. Go to facebook and join online.
The parish also have an page https://www.facebook.com/stgregorysua

Twitter: Follow us at @StGregorytheGr3
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Live Streaming Church's:
A lsit of Live Streaming Church’s in Archdiocese of Birmingham is available: link. It also includes a link to the
daily readings and how to make an Act of Spiritual Communion.
Our nearest Live Stream Church is at St Joseph’s in Whitnash join online
at: https://www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-josephs-whitnash
St Chad's is also livestreaming at https://www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-chads-cathedral-birmingham

Other News
Church Rennovations
The church renovations have come on well but now stopped. The nave is finished, scaffolding down, with new
lighting, and painted. The new colour scheme looks great and is much warmer. Garry our Victorian stencil restorer is
still working on his own in church and the apse is taking shape.

Our Lady's Shrine
Sadly all our churches are now closed but Our Lady’s shrine in front of St Gregory’s can be visited if you are out
shopping or exercising but keep well away from anyone who might be there and ensure there is no public gathering
under any circumstances.
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The God who Speaks
Weekly Meditations by Fr Dries Van den Akker S.J on the Paintings of St Matthews Gospel by Peter Clare link
Sunday 29th March: Matthew 11:28-30 link

Catholics in England will Rededicate the country to Mary from their homes this
Sunday link
The Catholic Church has planned from late 2017 to re-dedicate England as Mary’s Dowry on 29 March 2020, which
is the Sunday following the feast of the Annunciation (25 March). The original dedication of England to Mary was
made by King Richard II in 1381 at Westminster Abbey, an event commemorated in the Wilton Diptych, which is kept
in the National Gallery.
The 2020 rededication was supposed to be held simultaneously in the Walsingham shrine and in all churches and
cathedrals in England. Walsingham was founded almost 1,000 years ago and is one of the oldest shrines in the
world dedicated to Mary. In the Middle Ages it ranked with Jerusalem, Rome and Compostela as one of the most
visited pilgrimage sites in Christendom.
Tune in live to the Rededication at St Chad's Cathedral link
This Rededication on March 29th is a both a personal promise of the people of our country, and a renewal of the
entrustment vows made by King Richard II in 1381. The 'Wilton Diptych' painting shown below was painted as a
portable altarpiece for the private devotion of King Richard II, who ruled England from 1377 to 1399. A diptych is a
painting, carving or piece of metalwork on two panels, usually hinged like a book. On the inside, Richard II is
presented by three saints to the Virgin and Child and a company of eleven angels. Nearest to Richard is his patron
saint John the Baptist. Behind are Saint Edward the Confessor and Saint Edmund (Patron Saint of Douai Abbey) ,
earlier English kings who came to be venerated as saints. The outside bears Richard's arms and his personal
https://mailchi.mp/443bcd9cac87/this-weeks-enewsletter?e=5c2a78b122
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Reflection from Fr Alex
Try and make this lock down a haven on the journey and try and have some silence which PaulVI reminded us was
such a feature of the Holy Family’s home in Galilee. Try a short family quiet time for starters! If you ‘re on your own
make the most of the quiet for all of us. The following may help:
Pray for Protection to St Michael, The Archangels and the Guardian Angels
God our Father, in a wonderful way you guide the work of angels and men.
May those who serve you constantly in heaven keep our lives safe from all harm on earth.
God our Father, in your loving providence you send your holy angels to watch over us. Hear our prayers, defend us
always by their protection and let us share your life with them forever.
Under their constant care, keep us free from danger in this life and bring us to the joy of eternal life, where Jesus is
Lord for ever and ever.
Prayer for the Annunciation of the Lord (Celebrated Wednesday 25th March)
Almighty Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, you have revealed the beauty of your power By exalting the lowly virgin of
Nazareth and making her the mother of our Saviour. May the prayers of this woman bring Jesus to the waiting world
and fill the void of incompletion with the presence of her child who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.
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On the road we struggle along and
Plod wearily on,
Dusty-sweaty-searching,
All Emmaus Pilgrims.
So many despondent,
Finding it hard to understand,
Weary and doubtful after a bad day.
We too have weak hearts
In which the fire of love and hope
Is sometimes extinguished.
We too feel the need for someone to come to our aid, To lend a hand, To re-kindle our hearts.
Here is a haven on the journey,
A green monastic oasis
Becalmed in silence and peace.
In quiet contemplation
Here that Someone is always present on our path And only patiently awaits An invitation to join us on the road, To be
our travelling companion and stay with us.
It is The Lord
As evening falls
See me here and
Find me near.
Take my hand, pierced but whole.
In this twilight
I will explain all..
I will stay with you and
Walk with you and
Lead you safely
To the dawn of our journey’s end.

This week from parishioner Peter Hobbs
On Thursday we received a message asking us all to go to the front of our houses at 8.00 p.m. and clap and cheer in
support of the NHS and emergency service workers who are on the front line in this pandemic.
As the time approached one of our children asked slightly nervously whether we should do it and I’m ashamed to
admit that my first response was to wonder what my neighbours would think. Fortunately, bolder, or perhaps more
extravert, characters prevailed, and we gathered at the front door. As we did, we saw the silhouettes of two people in
a porch across the street and called out ‘You about to do this clap thing?’ Yes, they said: they had a daughter in law in
the NHS.
Emboldened by this company we waited for the appointed time, the clock struck and we clapped. Then we heard a
cheer and responded with a cheer, realising that there were many others doing the same thing throughout the village.
The clapping ended and we went back to our evening, glad and proud that we had been part of something good.
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hesitated if we hadn’t seen our neighbours. And if we and our neighbours had been the only people clapping, we
might not have cheered. We might have wondered if the rest of the village would forever think of our two families as
‘those wierdos’.
As it is, our Friday morning walk was filled with smiles and greetings - from a safe social distance – and while the
situation has not changed, we have all learnt something of the importance of our community.
And perhaps I had learnt something about faith: that it is nurtured by being among others who share it, that we reach
great expressions of faith by taking small steps, (saying small ‘yeses’ when it might be safer to say ‘no’), and that
whenever we do respond in faith we experience the joy of knowing that we have put a smile on our heavenly father’s
face.
This pandemic prevents us from gathering physically for Sunday mass or any other parish function, but our need for
fellowship is as strong as ever. We are blessed that we are locked down at a time when there are still many ways of
communicating and sharing over the internet and we will be exploring these over the coming weeks. We hope that as
many of you as possible will join us in creating a lively, supportive virtual parish, helping those of us who are less
technically savvy or lack equipment to connect so that God’s grace flows to all. We hope that as many people as
possible will contribute and share how God is working in their lives or feel able to reach out to offer or ask for help.
While some of the changes forced upon us at present will feel unwelcome all change offers an opportunity for renewal
and I feel sure that the cracks in our world created by this crisis can be the openings through which God’s grace can
bring many to a fuller relationship with Him.

Stratford-upon-avon Foodbank link - Donations
These can be left in the plastic box by the presbytery front door. Please note the Foodbank is reopening on Tuesday
31st March at at the Stratford Methodist Church link.

General Information
Newsletter signup: link
Parish Clergy: Fr Alex Austin OSB stgregorysua@btconnect.com
Parish Contact numbers: 01789 292439
Parish Office: Closed but email is being accesed remotely stgregorysua@btconnect.com
Newsletter: Please send items to be included to stgregorysua@btconnect.com by Thursday evening.
Donations:
1. Post a cheque payable to St Gregory's Parish
2. Setup a Standing Order or online banking to: St Gregory. Please call for sort code/account number.
3. New Gift Aid envelopes will be available as soon as the Church re-opens.
Gift Aid: To join the scheme, please contact Clive Hamilton on 01789 488047 or by e-mail stgregorysgiftaid@aol.co.uk. If
you are already in the scheme, please contact him with any questions or any changes of address or tax status.
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Warwick Deanery website: www.warwick-catholicdeanery.org.uk
Archdiocese website: www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk

Copyright © 2020 St Gregory the Great Catholic Church, All rights reserved.
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